Marsalis surprises Vacaville
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Musician Wynton Marsalis (center) plays with the band Lambazz at Borders in Vacaville on Saturday. (Courtesy) 
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During the busy Vacaville Jazz Festival in Nut Tree Plaza on Saturday afternoon, an unidentified guest, trumpet in hand, walked up and quietly started playing with the Vaca High Jazz Ensemble. 

After a couple of tunes, band director Andy Herout introduced the guest: acclaimed trumpeter Wynton Marsalis, leader of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra and generally considered to be the premier jazz musician in the United States. 

"He just walked up quietly and started playing," Herout said. "At first I wasn't sure if it was him. It took us by surprise." 

Marsalis, winner of nine Grammys for jazz and classical music and a recipient of the Pulitzer Prize as a composer, was driving through town on Interstate 80, on his way to the Monterey 




Musician Wynton Marsalis (left) plays with Vaca High Jazz Ensemble on Saturday at the Vacaville Jazz Festival. Marsalis' appearance was a surprise to the band, festival organizers and fans. (Courtesy) 

Jazz Festival, and noticed the festival banner, Herout said. 

"The whole thing was very humble," he said. "He (Marsalis) walked up and started playing third trumpet. It wasn't until he took a solo that a lot of people realized it actually was him." 

The solo came as the ensemble played Chick Corea's "Spain." One of the trumpet players had a cross-country meet that day and couldn't attend the festival. Marsalis took the student's solo. 

A trumpet player himself, Herout said the experience was the chance of a lifetime. 

"It was pretty amazing," Herout said. "To be able to play both classical and jazz is hard to do; usually someone specializes in either one, not both." 

After four or five tunes, Marsalis packed up his trumpet, signed 
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some autographs, gave hugs and left. 

"It was an incredible, once-in-a-lifetime experience," said Derek Fong, the ensemble's lead alto saxophonist. "Definitely the highlight of my high school career." 

After leaving the plaza, Marsalis walked into nearby Borders Books and performed with the group Lambazz. 

"He was truly a gentleman and scholar," said Lambazz drummer Nick U'Ren of Vacaville. 

For those who wish to see and hear more, Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra will perform at 8 p.m. Friday at the Mondavi Center, on the campus of the University of California, Davis, kicking off the center's 2009-10 season. Tickets are $35, $55 and $65. 
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